
'fil4£~upr£me filnurl 
~fat.£ nf ~azltinzinn 

DEBRA L. STEPHENS 
CHIEF J USTICE 

T EMPLE OF J USTICE 

P osT OFFICE B ox 40929 
OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 

98504-0929 

(360) 357-2050 
E-MAIL Debra.Stephens@COURTS. WA.GOV 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

February 27, 2020 

Justice Barbara Madsen, Chair, IlSC 
Judge Gregory Gonzales, Member Chair, BJA 
Judge Kitty-Ann van Doorninck, President, SCJA 
Judge Scott K. Ahlf, President DMCJA 
Judge J. Robert Leach, Presiding Chief Judge, Court of Appeals 
Judge Mary Logan, Chair BJA Budget and Funding Committee 
Judge Michael Scott, Chair BJA Policy and Planning Committee 
Judge Kevin Ringus, Chair BJA Legislative Committee 
Judge Gregory Gonzales, Co-Chair BJA Court Education 
Judge Doug Fair, Co-Chair BJA Court Education Committee 
Judge Sean O'Donnell, Co-Chair BJA Court Security Funding Task Force 
Judge Rebecca Robertson, Co-Chair BJA Court Security Funding Task Force 
Brooke Powell, President, WAJCA 
Pam Hartman-Beyer, President, AWSCA 
Rajeev Majumdar, President, WSBA 
Tim Fitzgerald, President, WSACC 
Rob Mead, State Law Librarian 
Jim Bamberger, Director, OCLA 
Joanne Moore, Director, OPD 
Reiko Callner, Executive Director, CJC 
Salvador A. Mungia, Chair, Access to Justice Board 

Debra Stephens, Chief Justice t;f 5 
2021-2023 Biennial Budget Development and Submittal 

It's time to begin the development of our biennial branch budget. I am hopeful that our 
branch will receive the necessary support from the State Legislature that will put us on the 
path towards adequate, long tenn stable funding. 

I intend to keep the previous budget development and submittal process intact. Dates will 
change, but the overall process designed to be transparent and inclusive will remain. 



2021-2023 Biennial Budget Development and Submittal 

In summary: 

• The process will begin with the development of proposed budget requests, 
• AOC will then review the requests, 
• The BJA Budget and Funding Committee (BFC) will vet and make priority 

recommendations to BJA for those state general funding (SGF) requests that 
flow through the AOC, 

• All branch and outside entities requesting additional funding will present their 
proposals to the Court Funding Committee (CFC), 

• BJA makes priority recommendations to the CFC for those SGF requests that 
flow through the AOC , 

• Priority recommendations are forwarded to the Supreme Court Budget 
Committee (SCBC), 

• Final priorities are set by the Supreme Court. 
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Once the priority recommendations are established, the full court will consider a number of 
factors when deciding which budget requests to move forward to the Legislature. Factors 
include priorities set by the BFC, recommendations made by the BJA and CFC, the current 
and future economic environment, constitutional and statutory requirements and other 
factors. 

Adherence to the established procedures and timeline is necessary to ensure that the process 
remains consistent and objective, ensuring that all requests forwarded to the Legislature are 
sound and well vetted. 

All budget requests are due June 5, 2020. Please send all budget requests to Ramsey 
Radwan at Ramsey.radwan@courts.wa.gov. 

Details regarding presentations before the CFC will be sent at a later date. 

Detailed information about our budget process can be found at https://www.courts.wa.gov/ 
appellate trial courts/aocwho/?fa=atc aocwho.display&fileID=msd/budgetDevelopment. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of you for your continued dedication to the judicial 
branch and the citizens of Washington State. If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact me at (360) 357-2049 or call Ramsey Radwan at (360) 357-2406. 
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Sam Thompson, Repmier of Decisions 
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